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Dining out is a great way to 
celebrate life’s milestones or 
simply reconnect with friends and 

loved  ones. 

Too often diners are not aware of the 
vast array of tasty, well-priced and 
artisanal foods awaiting them just 
down the street. But dining out at local 
eateries can be beneficial in various 
ways.

• High-quality food: Many local 
establishments have complete control 
over their suppliers and menus. As a 
result, they can be picky with regard to 
the vendors they use and the produce, 

meats, dairy, and other ingredients that 
they select. Many small, independently 
owned restaurants team up with local 
organic farmers and distributors to 
supply a farm-to-table experience that 
many diners now enjoy.

• Freedom of experimentation: Although 
chain restaurants may have to meet 
approval from administrative boards 
and marketing departments before they 
can introduce new fare, independently 
owned restaurants can let their diners 
decide which foods remain on the menu 
and even adapt to community trends. 
Local restaurants may take pride in 
serving cultural or regional foods.

• Ability to customize: Independently 
owned restaurants may be more 
amenable to adapting recipes or 
making substitutions to meet diners’ 
requests. Skilled local chefs can think 
on the fly and modify recipes, which 
may not always be possible in chain 
establishments.

• Crowd control: Local restaurants 
tend to be smaller and more intimate 
than many chain restaurants. This can 
translate into a calm dining experience. 
When crowds are small, the noise level 
inside may be muted and service may 
be faster because there aren’t as many 
tables to serve. Furthermore, local 

establishments, although concerned 
about making a profit, may be less 
worried about table turnover rate, 
preferring to let diners linger if it means 
repeat business.

• Familiar faces: Some diners enjoy 
being a “regular” at their favorite 
local restaurants. Local dining spots 
also become gathering locations 
for residents in the know, instead of 
passing-through tourists or commuters.

Much can be said about the advantages of 
patronizing local eateries. Men and women 
who want unique dining experiences 
can give local, independently owned 
establishments a try.

Local dining spots foster communityLocal dining spots foster communityLocal dining spots foster community

Dining out is incredibly popular. Accord-
ing to the National Restaurant Association, 
restaurant industry sales  were expected 
to exceed $782 billion in the United States 
alone. 

Dining out would seemingly appeal to 
diners from all walks of life, but parents of 
young children may � nd it difficult to enjoy 
dining out with tots in tow. The following 
tips can help parents of young children 
make the most of their 
nights out as a family.

• Do your home-
work. Parents should 
take some time before 
choosing a restaurant 
to examine the menus 
and policies of any 
establishments they 
are considering. Many 
restaurants make their 
menus available online, 
so parents can compare 
menus of various estab-
lishments to determine 
which have the most 
kid-friendly fare. Some restaurants have 
children’s menus, while others do not. Ex-
amine menus ahead of time so you don’t 
arrive at the restaurant only to sit down 
and discover it does not have anything 
your children are likely to eat. In addition, 
determine if restaurants have any speci� c 
rules regarding children. Some might not 
allow youngsters after a certain hour, while 
others might go above and beyond to 
accommodate families.

• Dine during off-peak hours. Parents 
concerned about how their children will 
behave in a restaurant setting can get 
kids used to the dining out experience 
by dining during off-peak hours, such as 
late afternoon or very early in the evening. 
Restaurants are less crowded during 

these times, and that can lessen concerns 
parents might have about upsetting other 
customers.

• Bring something to keep kids occupied. 
Parents may want to bring something 
along to keep kids distracted in case the 
restaurant is busy or meals take longer 
to prepare than expected. While tablets 
with video games or movies might keep 
kids occupied on road trips, it’s best to 

avoid bringing something 
noisy into a restaurant 
setting. Coloring books, 
word search puzzles or 
traditional books won’t 
distract or upset fellow 
diners and can help keep 
kids occupied until dinner 
is served.

• Ask to be seated 
at a kid-friendly table. 
When being seated, ask 
the hostess to seat your 
party in an area where 
kids won’t be distracted 
or grow antsy. A corner 

booth can make for a cozy family meal, 
and kids won’t be distracted by fellow 
diners or even other youngsters in the 
restaurant. 

• Explain restaurant etiquette to young-
sters before going out. If the family dinner 
table at home is short on etiquette but 
long on fun, explain to youngsters that the 
same rule does not apply at the restau-
rant. Parents can explain that it’s still okay 
to have fun when dining out, but that the 
volume needs to be turned down and 
everyone must remain in their seats unless 
they need to use the restroom.

Parents can calm their nerves about 
dining out with youngsters by employing a 
few strategies that can make family nights 
out on the town enjoyable for all involved.  

Tips for a successful family night out

Cancun Mexican Restaurant
 708 N. Charles St. • 660.362.0610

Jimmy John’s
    100 N. Maguire St. • 660.747.8000

IHOP
 729 N. Charles St. • 660.422.6487

El Monterrey Authentic Mexican Food
 120 E. Cooper Blvd. • 660.747.1600

Orange Leaf 
 303 E. Cooper Blvd., • 660.362.1424

La Sous Terre
 101 West Pine St. • 660.429.3600

Pita Pit
 303 E. Cooper Blvd. • 660.362.1444

LA SOUS TERRE
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MEXICAN RESTAURANT

EAT. DRINK. ENJOY.

Cancun

708 N. Charles St. • Warrensburg, MO 

(660) 362-0610

WE ACCEPT UCM
DINING DOLLARS!

Discounts available for Active 
& Retired Military

Check out
Taco Tuesday

The BEST 
Margarita 
Specials
EVERY DAY!

75
09

45
21

Open seven days a week:
Monday through Th ursday

11 AM to 9:30 PM
Friday and Saturday
11 AM to 10:30 PM

Sunday
11 AM to 9 PMGO MEXICAN

 TONIGHT!

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN SPECIALTIES
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SEDALIA ~ 2923 W. BROADWAY BLVD. ~ 660.827.5646
WARRENSBURG ~ 100 N. MAGUIRE ST. ~ 660.747.8000

WE DELIVER!

WHERE

 FRESH
& FAST

MEET ™ 

75094373
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A destination for any 
of  life’s moments!

Here at IHOP®, we want you to think of  our table as your family 
table. Create new memories and enjoy the foods you love with 

the people you love — we’ll take care of  the cooking. We’re 
happy to be the ones to serve you. Hope to see you soon!

729 N Charles St, Warrensburg, MO • 660-422-6487 • Sun - Thu 6am - 10pm / Fri & Sat 6am - 1am
75094232
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Daily Food and Drink Specials! 
Local Favorite in the
Best of the Burg
Readers Choice Awards

120 E. Cooper Blvd.

*Not valid on daily specials or ala carte. 
Valid on regular priced meals only

*Not valid on daily specials or ala carte. 
Valid on regular priced meals only

$150

OFF
LUNCH

$250

OFF
DINNER

75094494

660-747-1600 
Mon-Thurs 11am - 9pm , Fri-Sun 11am - 10pm

2017
Best of the Burg
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Frozen Yogurt

REAL FRUIT 
SMOOTHIES

FROYO CAKES

SWIZZLES

75094511
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660-429-3600
Lunch: Monday - Saturday

10:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

101 West Pine St.
Warrensburg, Missouri

at the corner of Holden & Pine Street

AUTHENTIC FONDUE:
Any evening by reservation only
Call 660-864-3710 or 660-909-1633

~ Large group reservations available!~

75094602

SANDWICHES
Barton Fink

Cheddar, provolone, swiss, tomato, lettuce, on an asiago bagel

Cool Hand Luke

Turkey, provolone, lettuce, tomato, mayo, on a wheat bagel

Bull Durham

Roast beef, cheddar, red onion, lettuce, horseradish sauce,

 on an everything bagel

Bonnie and Clyde

Ham, turkey, provolone, lettuce, tomato, mayo, on a wheat bagel

Citizen Kane

Turkey, bacon, cheddar, lettuce, tomato, mayo, spicy brown

 mustard,  on a wheat bagel

Rooster Cogburn

Chicken salad, bacon, provolone, lettuce, on a wheat bagel

The Big Lebowski

Ham, chicken breast, bacon, provolone, swiss, lettuce, 

spice brown mustard, mayo, on a wheat bagel

Scarlet O’Hara

Roast beef  and turkey on marble rye, with red onion, tomato, 

swiss cheese, and horseradish sauce

Sid and Nancy

Corned beef, ham, swiss, provolone, tomato, mayo, lettuce,

 on pumpernickel

The Hummer

Ham, turkey, bacon, lettuce, tomato, avocado, cheddar, 

hummus, on marble rye

Hum Yum

Hummus, tomato, avocado, sprouts and spinach leaves, 

white onion, provolone on focaccia

All sandwiches served with a side salad. Flavored chips are extra.

Substitute any sandwich with whole wheat, pumpernickel or marble rye 

sliced bread. Asiago bagel, focaccia, and croissant bread are extra.

SOUP & SALAD
Spinach Salad • House Salad  • Caesar Salad

HOT SANDWICHES
Hot Pastrami-Boston Style

Otherwise known as “The Untouchable.” Heaping portions of  peppered hot 

pastrami with spicy brown mustard and a slice of  onion on marbled rye.

Anonymous

Generous portions of  roast beef  and pastrami peppered and hot, 

layered in with swiss cheese on marble rye.

DINNER OFFERINGS... 
Four Course Meals • Cheese, Chocolate Fondue • Pan Seared 8-oz. Halibut 

Loin or 8-oz. Tuna Steak • Pan Seared Scallops • Pan Seared Pork Loin

Reservations Required ~ Monday - Saturday ~ (660) 864-3710 for details
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We’re All About Local!
660.747.8123 
135 E. Market • Warrensburg, MO

Discover Local DiningDiscover Local DiningDiscover Local Dining
In print or online, we are your local newspaper and we support our local businesses and  community!

The Daily Star-Journal

IT’S YOUR NEWSPAPERIT’S YOUR NEWSPAPERIT’S YOUR NEWSPAPER
& Your Community!

IT’S YOUR NEWSPAPER
& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!& Your Community!

D JS NOW.com
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75094239
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